CURSILLO IS  . . .

Cursillo is a movement of the whole Church which depends upon the co-operation of both lay people and clergy. This range of experience helps to enrich both our worship and our fellowship. Cursillo in Scotland is a provincial movement within the Scottish Episcopal Church, working in consultation with the College of Bishops.

Cursillo is a Spanish word (pronounced kur-see-yo) which means a ‘short course’. The full title – Cursillo in Christiandad – translates as a short course in being a Christian.

The Aim of Cursillo is:

“To re-awaken people to the calling they received in their baptism to be witnesses for Christ, to give them the stimulus to plan ways of doing this, and to provide support structures through which they can encourage each other and hold each other accountable before God for their lives as Christian witnesses.” Rev Canon Christopher Lewis, Cursillo, a Sabbatical Study report, 1991.
CURSILLO  HELPS  US . . .

1. To grow into a deeper relationship with God through the person of Jesus Christ.

2. To discover our potential vocations and to develop our individual gifts for Christian service and leadership.

3. To become more effective witnesses to Jesus Christ in our lives.

4. To bring about and to strengthen Christian commitment within a Community of faith

5. To build up the witness of the Church in the world that both may be renewed and transformed.

A BRIEF HISTORY OF CURSILLO

Cursillo has its origins in Spain and grew out of the period of preparation for the pilgrimage to the shrine of St James at Santiago de Compostela in 1947. Cursillo became a way of renewal in faith within the Roman Catholic Church in Spain, subsequently spreading to many other countries. In the 1960’s the Cursillo literature was translated into English and given, under licence, to the Episcopal Church of the USA. From there it was introduced into the UK in 1981 and is now established in more than half of the dioceses of England and Wales. The first week-end in Scotland was held in 1988 in the diocese of Edinburgh. It was attended by Bishop Richard Holloway, some members of the clergy and a number of lay people. As we celebrate our first two decades, Episcopal Cursillo has spread, with the approval of the College of Bishops, to all other dioceses in Scotland.

+IDRIS, PRIMUS, BISHOP OF GLASGOW AND GALLOWAY,

Comments:

“There are lots of ways in which the Church is offering support to help all of us live out our commitment as disciples of Jesus, commissioned by virtue of our Baptism.

Among these supports is one that has been proved to give new insights and new hope to many members of the Episcopal Church: and that is Cursillo. 

The “weekend” is just a starter, to set participants off on a journey that includes on-going support through grouping with others in sharing the joys and challenges of faith.

Cursillo is a positive and accessible tool for the encouragement of faith for all Anglicans, and I commend it to everyone for careful consideration with their Rector.”

THE CURSILLO WEEKEND

A Cursillo weekend is three days long – from early Thursday evening to late Sunday afternoon.

A team of lay people and clergy, all of whom have experienced a Cursillo weekend, work together for many weeks in preparation for each weekend.

The Eucharist is celebrated daily. Worship together is at the heart of all that takes place on the weekend.

During the three days you will hear talks given by both lay and clergy members of the team on some of the fundamental elements of Christian life and faith: Ideal, Grace, Sacraments, Obstacles to Grace, The Life of Prayer, Study, Action, Lay People in the Church, Christian Community in Action.   You will also have the opportunity to discuss these talks in small groups.

The programme is busy and varied, but there are also times for prayer and for quiet reflection.

Learning, praying, sharing, singing and living together is the basis of discovering what it means to say: “We are the body of Christ.”

A Cursillo weekend is a mystery --- a mystery of Christ’s endless love for us played out through Christian Community.

The Cursillo weekend is not intended to be an end in itself.  After the weekend the Cursillo method offers continuing support.

THE CURSILLO WEEKEND IS THREE DAYS LONG

   BUT  . . . .

IT LASTS A LIFETIME
AFTER THE  WEEKEND

We are encouraged to build on our weekend experience, to grow in faith and develop our individual gifts as we try to serve the Lord in all aspects of our lives: in our families, work places and congregations.

Cursillo provides us with a means of support through –

· Group reunions – regular, short meetings of three or four people for mutual support and encouragement – set within a framework of prayer, study and action.

· Area meetings (Ultreyas) – larger meetings, held every few weeks, short enough to fit in to a busy life, for both lay people and clergy who have participated in a weekend. There is a pattern of informal worship, Christian witness and sharing in small groups – to strengthen us for service in the world.

If you would like to know more about Cursillo you are welcome to attend either of these meetings.

THE CURSILLO  METHOD

Cursillo is for those members of congregations who are already committed in their Christian lives and is intended to be a partnership between lay people and clergy.  Cursillo is part of the Church, and is nurtured and sustained  by its teaching, by prayer, the sacraments and spiritual direction; and by the mutual support of small and larger groups of fellow Christians.

“For he has made known to us in all wisdom and insight the mystery of his will………to unite all things in Him, things in heaven and things on earth.”                             (Ephesians 1: 9-10)

APPLYING FOR A WEEKEND

Guidelines for making an application:

Applicants are sponsored by someone who has completed a Cursillo weekend.  They must also have the agreement of their priest.

Applications are invited from congregations whose Rector (or member of the clergy team) has completed a Cursillo weekend.

Clergy themselves are warmly invited to apply. They may be sponsored by the Spiritual Director for the diocese or province, or by any other person who has completed a Cursillo weekend.

Applicants should have been baptised before the weekend and be aged 21 years and over.

Couples are encouraged, whenever possible, to attend a weekend together.

The Cursillo weekend is a gift of love to the Church and to the individuals who attend. The cost of the weekend (about £145 per participant) has already been paid by people who have previously attended a Cursillo weekend. During the weekend an opportunity will be given for those attending to make a donation towards the cost of future weekends should they wish to do so. 

For further information contact:

The Provincial Lay Director:    The Provincial Spiritual Director:

Marilyn Shiells                   Revd Ashley Cummins
18 Strathalmond Rd                        27 Errol Road 
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Edinburgh
                                    Invergowrie
EH4 8AF
                                       DD2 5AG
Tel: 0131 339 2994                 Tel: 01382 562525
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